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Colorado College Celebrates Inaugural Cohort of Stroud Scholars
High school students nominated from Pikes Peak region complete free college prep program 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – April 27, 2023 – Nineteen high school seniors from various schools around Colorado Springs will be the first to complete the Stroud Scholars college preparatory program at Colorado College on May 1.

The inaugural Stroud Scholars College Signing Day event will take place in Bemis Great Hall from 5-6:30 p.m. and will honor students from Colorado Springs school districts 2, 11, 8, and 20 who completed the free, three-year program. These students can earn admission to CC with significant financial aid and scholarships or admission to another chosen college or university. 

“Members of this inaugural cohort were in their first year of high school when COVID hit,” said Jim Burke, director of CC’s Summer Session. “And I believe the Stroud Scholars program contributed to these students’ success by offering summer coursework and academic-year mentoring that provided them with the essential tools to excel and thrive in a college environment. Their successes serve as a reminder of the transformative power of education and the importance of programs like Stroud Scholars that help pave the way for greater access to higher education.” 
Four of the students have decided to enroll with Colorado College in the fall. Twelve students have chosen four-year programs across Colorado and the U.S., including historically Black colleges and universities and Hispanic-serving institutions.  Two students will enroll in two-year programs in Colorado Springs and one student expects to enroll in college following a military enlistment.
The Stroud Scholars program prepares students for selective college environments by working with high promise youth to provide academic preparation, mentorship, and guidance navigating admissions and financial aid processes to CC and beyond. Over three summers, starting before their sophomore year, the students receive two to three weeks of college readiness coursework focusing on quantitative reasoning and composition skills. 
The Stroud Scholars program honors the legacy of two of the earliest Black students to graduate from Colorado College, siblings Kelley Dolphus Stroud ’31 and Effie Stroud Frazier ’31 who persevered through discrimination yet excelled in education and in their lives.

“With such a high percentage of scholars enrolling in degree programs after high school, I see Colorado College continuing to make an impact on our community, across Colorado Springs and across the state,” said Burke.
While the event is not open to the public, the media are invited to attend. Please RSVP to the contact information above.

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. In 1970 the college created the Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,300 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. A Master of Arts in teaching degree also is offered.  The college’s vision is to ignite students’ passion and potential to create a more just world. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu.
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